
What is the Difference?
between french and 
american oak

Each oak species offers different 
nuances – American oak 
contains more lactones than 
French oak, while French oak has 
more tannins than American oak. 

Both species have similar 
potential for the creation of 
vanillin and the caramelization 
of wood sugars. American oak 
is known for being slightly 
creamier, whereas French oak is 
known for being slightly spicier.  
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